Practical guide for the treatment of leishmaniasis.
This article summarises the clinical features of visceral, cutaneous and mucocutaneous leishmaniasis, and leishmaniasis in HIV-coinfected patients. The characteristics and clinical use of pentavalent antimonials and the traditional drugs used in all forms of leishmaniasis are described. There have been important developments in therapy, such as aminosidine (paromomycin) conventional amphotericin B and lipid-associated amphotericin B. In most cases of leishmaniasis there is a range of treatment options which is determined by the geographical and clinical features. This review is intended to assist the clinician in choosing treatment and in using unfamiliar drugs with safety and efficacy.